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" is of itself sufficient to clear away everything that can
" give the least alarm on the account of the interests of
" the Company; for the Court, allowing the custom and
" usage of the collections to be the law of the country, have
" onjy compelled the officers of the Government to act con-
" formable to those usages, and not to make use of the
" colour and forms of law to the oppression of the people.

" No cause could be more pregnant with causes
" of suspicions of that sort than the present; the
" prisoner had made himself obnoxious. to several
"members of the Council by an 1 information which he
tw exhibited before all the judges on April 19th, in a
u' matter in which the several members of the Council
" were either parties, or had much interested themselves.
<k On the 24th the parties were bound over to prosecute.
" On May 1st the accountant laid the account before the
;i Committee, and peons were ordered to be set upon the
" prisoner; his vakeel (that is, his agent) was, without
" any colour of law, imprisoned for the same demand
u during the trial of the cause, in which he, Comrnaul,
" was the principal evidence. Immediately after the
" trial he was himself ordered into confinement, and for
" that purpose the courset of proceeding in the Committee
" was inverted. Before and during the trial the pretended
" claim, of Government was used for the purpose of in-
" timidation ; and after, for that of punishment; and the
" whole influence of Government is now drawn down on
" this Court for not submitting to so manifest an outrage
" to justice.17

Not long after this 2 another matter happened which is
worth notice, because it bears upon the relations between

1 Namely his information against Nuneomar.    See above, p. 79-80.
- No. 3, en el. 18, November 29th, 1775, Governor-General in Council
to East India Company.